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Chapter Officers 2020-21 

President: 
DALTON VANN, MAI, SR/WA, R/W-AC 
817.962.2371 
 
Vice-President: 
SARAH RIEBE, SR/WA, R/W-NAC 
817.304.2051 
 
Treasurer: 
MICHAEL HALE, SR/WA, R/W-URAC, R/W-
NAC, R/W-RAC 
817.445.1016  
 
Secretary 
WILL SNIDER, MAI, RWA, R/W-AC  

817.334.8122 

 
PDC Chair: 
MATT LANCE, SR/WA, R/W-RAC, R/W-URAC 
817.390.9848 
 
PDC-2 Year: 
JEREMY F. DUSKIN, RWA 
405.388.5757 Cell/817.884.1176 Office  
 
PDC-3 Year: 
TOMMY MATTHEWS, R/W-AC 
214.556.4035 

 
Director-1 Year: 
KRISTEN BENNETT, SR/WA, R/W-RAC 
972.971.8660 
 
Director-2 Year: 

LORA GUNTER, J.D., SR/WA  

512.545.4565 

FEATURED SPEAKER:  SCOTT D. LEVINE 

DO’S AND DON’T’S FOR CONDEMNATION APPRAISAL 

 Mr. Levine holds a B.S. in Business Admin-
istration from the University of Arizona, where he 
received Magna Cum Laude honors. After serving 
as staff on the Arizona State Senate Finance Com-
mittee, he went on to obtain his law degree from 
the University of California, Berkeley in 1992. Mr. 
Levine is licensed to practice law in the states of 
Texas and Nevada and has been representing gov-
ernmental, commercial, and institutional entities 
since 1994. Mr. Levine served five terms as a city 

council person and was the Mayor Pro-Tem for the City of Parker, 
Texas. He currently serves on the Board of the North Texas Tollway 
Association (“NTTA”). He also serves as a Trustee for the Yavneh 
Academy of Dallas. He has obtained the AV Preeminent rating from 
Martindale-Hubbell, which reflects the highest possible rating in both 
legal ability and ethical standards reflecting the confidential opinions 
of members of the bar and judiciary. 

 

Mr. Levine provides legal advice to various governmental entities in 
the North Texas region. Subject matters include, among others, em-
ployment issues, finance and economic development, annexation, open 
meetings and records, land use, zoning, ordinance and regulatory mat-
ters, utilities, fire and police, elections, and interlocal agreements. By 
virtue of his public service, as well as his role as an advisor, he has ex-
tensive knowledge of the day to day issues which face local elected 
officials and staff. Mr. Levine has also been requested to lecture on a 
myriad of topics from eminent domain to civil rights litigation. Aside 
from advising governmental entities, Mr. Levine routinely litigates em-
ployment disputes, tort claims, and contractual disputes. Mr. Levine 
regularly represents commercial clients in complex contractual and 
employment litigation. He also serves as insurance defense counsel on 
a variety of negligence and product liability claims. 

           

http://www.irwachapter36.org/
http://www.irwachapter36.org/
mailto:Dalton.vann@cbre.com
mailto:sriebe@pinnaclegroup.biz
mailto:MHale@cobbfendley.com
mailto:MHale@cobbfendley.com
mailto:Will.Snider@am.jll.com
mailto:Matt.Lance@hdrinc.com
mailto:jfduskin@tarrantcounty.com
mailto:tommy@edgestonerealty.com
mailto:kristen@blackbirdrow.com
mailto:loragunter@gmail.com


Page 2       North Texas News 

 

Luncheon Menu 

Menu:  Chef’s Choice 

If you have any special dietary needs, please contact: 
Christi  —  214-236-2437 or Melissa— 817-994-9125   
 

Please register soon if you have not already done so!  Cut off for regis-
tration is November 6, 2020 @ 12:00 p.m. 

 
REGISTER EARLY 

 

CLICK HERE to reserve your chair and register now. 

 

$20.00 Member 

$25.00 Non-Member/Walk-in 

$0.00 First-Time Guest 

No-shows will be billed 

November Meeting Lunch Date and Location:   

November 10, 2020 @ 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
The Clubs of Prestonwood 
15909 Preston Road 
Dallas, TX 75248 
 
Chefs Choice – if you have any special dietary needs, please contact  

     Christi – 214- 236-2437 or Melissa  - 817-994-9125  

Safety Precautions: 

• Social distancing rules will be in observed while in the restaurant 
and masks are required to attend. 

• If you feel unwell, have a fever, or have recently been exposed to an 
infected person, please do not attend. 

• You don’t have to eat! Everyone is welcome to come but don’t feel 
obligated to have lunch. Spaced seating at the back of the room will 
be available. Unfortunately, we still have to charge the regular fee to 
attend. 

• Please refrain from hugs and handshakes. Long distance hugs are 
welcome. 

https://volkert.com/
https://lowerypa.com/
https://www.us.jll.com/en/locations/south/dallas
http://www.hbs.property/
https://irwachapter36.org/meetinginfo.php?id=27&ts=1604070735
http://www.irwachapter36.org/
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IRWA Chapter 36 Board 

 2020-2021 

Elected Officers 

President Dalton Vann 

Vice-President Sarah Riebe 

Treasurer Michael Hale 

Secretary Will Snider 

Director-1 Year Kristen Bennett 

Director-2 Year Lora Gunter 

Professional Development Committee Chair Matt Lance 

PDC - 2 Year Jeremy Duskin 

PDC - 3 Year Tommy Matthews 

Committee Chairs 

Education Committee Chair John Bennett 

Education - 2 Year Dorrien Himes 

Education - 3 Year Lauren McCarthy 

Education- Course Coordinator Gina Phalen 

Young Professional TJ Smith 

Programs Co-Chair Christi Glendinning 

Programs Co-Chair Melissa Erhardt 

Membership Chair Juan Salazar 

Membership Committee (Onboarding) Bud Rogers 

Website Darrin Rout 

Social Media Leighton Gambill 

Newsletter Andy Cox 

Public Relations & Marketing Ana Salazar 

Historian Danyelle Donnelly 

Registration Darlene Snow 

Registration Co-Chair Clara Castaneda 

http://pvstexas.com/index2.html
http://www.hdrinc.com/
http://www.pyleswhatley.com/
https://www.oncor.com/SitePages/Home.aspx
http://www.irwachapter36.org/
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Dalton Vann —President 
MAI, SR/WA, R/W-AC, CLIMB Certified Instructor 
CBRE Director of Right of Way 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Virtual this, Zoom that… we got shoved into the world of digital com-
munication overnight. That brings new schedules, new expectations, and 
new opportunities.  
 

1. The first opportunity I can’t plug enough is the virtual class envi-
ronment the IRWA built on the Newrow platform. No, it doesn’t 
stand for New Right-of-Way, but it was tailormade for us. It’s an 
engaging way to get your education from the couch while still chat-
ting directly with instructors and students in break out sessions! 
Plus, the chapter gets a cut of every virtual class that you take when 
you designate yourself as a member of Chapter 36. If you use a reg-
istration form, you’ll have to remember to pencil that in somewhere.  

 

2, So, let’s talk about the informality of all of these virtual meetings 
we’ve been having lately. I’m so glad we have technology like 
Zoom, GoToMeeting, and MS Teams that allows us to continue to 
do business. It’s also an opportunity to press the easy button if we 
never had to get dressed to leave the house for work. Although this is 
old hat for some of us, I know I was reveling in my shorts and t-shirt 
work attire for a while. If I had an important video conference com-
ing up, I could throw on a button down. This laxed setting, although 
convenient, can lull us into a lack of professionalism if we aren’t 
careful.  

 

The first standard of the IRWA code of ethics deals with professional 
conduct. I don’t know about you, but I carry myself with a certain deco-
rum when I dress for success. But this is really not about how we look 
as much as it is our comportment as ROW professionals. We should 
conduct ourselves with a degree of dignity befitting our professions and 
with a mind toward our public duty. We are the face of government 
agencies and major companies, whether we want to be or not. I must ask 
myself if the informal atmosphere of a laptop on the couch conveys pro-
fessionalism to my peers and to the public. Some of you exude profes-
sionalism from every pore, regardless of your surroundings. But the rest 
of us mortals may need to be more intentional about how we present 
ourselves over that webcam that stares at us all day. I know I can use the 
reminder from time to time.  
 

Dalton Vann, 

MAI, SR/WA,  R/W-AC,  

Director of Right of Way 

Dalton Vann, MAI, SR/WA, R/W-AC  

Director of Right of Way 

CBRE  

817 806 1691  

dalton.vann@cbre.com  

https://www.irwaonline.org/about-us/code-of-ethics/
http://senderoacquisitions.com/
https://dfwa.net/
https://www.cbre.us/
mailto:dalton.vann@cbre.com
http://www.irwachapter36.org/
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Dalton Vann —President 
MAI, SR/WA, R/W-AC, CLIMB Certified Instructor 
CBRE Director of Right of Way 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Dalton Vann, 

MAI, SR/WA,  R/W-AC,  

Director of Right of Way 

Dalton Vann, MAI, SR/WA, R/W-AC  

Director of Right of Way 

CBRE  

817 806 1691  

dalton.vann@cbre.com  

mailto:dalton.vann@cbre.com
https://www.tnpinc.com/
https://marathon-construction-estimating.com/
mailto:c.stearman@tx.rr.com
http://www.irwachapter36.org/
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https://www.caavaluation.com/
https://lan-inc.com/
http://ob-realty.com/
http://national.wfgnationaltitle.com/
https://www.statesiderow.com/
http://www.senderoappraisals.com/
http://www.harryco.biz/
http://www.paragon-partners.com/
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Scott Moran, Jordan Miller, & Charlie Wilson, Baker Moran Doggett Ma & Dobbs LLP 

Ask the Attorney 

Scott Moran 

Baker Moran Doggett Ma & Dobbs  

1400 Preston Road, Suite 350 

Plano, Texas  75093 

469.351.3487 

smoran@bakermoran.com  

Jordan Miller 

469.351.3496 

jmiller@bakermoran.com  

Charles Wilson 

469.351.3487 

cwilson@bakermoran.com  

Question: What are a condemning authority’s options where a landowner 
sues for an injunction to stop the exercise of rights alleged to be in excess of 
those granted by the easement? 

 
Answer: Condemn in place under Texas Property Code sections 21.003, 
21.017, and 21.064 of the Texas Property Code.  

  
Traditional condemnation procedures, like making a bona fide offer, do not 
apply to alternative condemnation actions filed under these provisions, and 
provide an alternate means for a condemnor, without waiver of other claims 
and upon posting of security required by the trial court, to take immediate 
possession of the property interest sought by condemnation without interfer-
ence by injunction. Brazos River Conservation and Reclamation Dist. v. Cos-
tello, 135 Tex. 307, 143 S.W.2d 577 (1940) (alternate condemnation proce-
dures were intended to expedite the determination of all matters to which it 
related); City of Houston v. Adams, 154 Tex. 448, 279 S.W.2d 308 (1955). 
See also Phillips Natural Gas Co. v. Cardiff, 823 S.W.2d 314, 318 (Tex. App.
—Houston [1st Dist.] 1991, writ denied) (in ruling that Phillips could enlarge 
its easement rights to include the right to transport natural gas through the 
existing pipeline located in the easement that initially only included the right 
to transport crude oil, the court stated that “[i]t is well settled that a right or 
interest already owned in property may be increased through eminent do-
main”). 
 

Courts have long recognized the futility of attempting to agree before filing a 
counterclaim to condemn property, and have ruled that counterclaiming con-
demning authorities are not required to follow the “Standard Procedure” pre-
scribed by section 21.011. See S. Pac. Transp. Co. v. Harris County. 508 
S.W.2d 484, 485-86 (Tex. Civ. App.—Houston [1st Dist.] 1974, writ ref’d) 
(there was no requirement that condemnor should have failed to agree with 
landowner on damages or that district judge appoint special commissioners to 
assess such damages as prerequisite to cross action to condemn).  

 
The procedure for justly compensating a landowner in a counterclaim brought 
by a condemning authority to increase through eminent domain its pre-
existing rights or interests has been made clear by the Texas Supreme Court:  

 

[the trial court] is instructed to fix the amount of security to be 
deposited by the [condemning authority] in the registry of that 
court which is necessary to insure [the landowner] adequate 
compensation for her property taken and her damages suf-
fered, together with such other requirements as may be 
deemed proper by the  court to protect the rights of both par-
ties to this litigation. When the [condemning authority]  has 
made the deposit and has met all requirements of the law, and 
as contained in the court’s order, the [condemning  authority] 
shall be allowed immediately to take possession of its rights in 
[the landowner]’s property, pending the final hearing of the 
cause on its merits. 

http://www.bakermoran.com/
mailto:smoran@bakermoran.com
mailto:jmiller@bakermoran.com
mailto:cwilson@bakermoran.com
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Adams, 154 Tex. 448, 457, 279 S.W.2d 308, 315. See also Costello, 135 
Tex. 307, 143 S.W.2d 577 (1940). 
 
The measure of damages in a condemnation suit to enlarge easement rights is 
compensation for the “part taken” – the easement area – together with the 
reasonable rental value of the land for the period such improvements were on 
the landowner’s property without the benefit of the condemnation. Nagel v. 
Tex. Pipe Line Co., 336 S.W.2d 265, 267 (Tex. Civ. App.—Waco 1960, no 
writ) (citing City of San Antonio v. Grandjean, 91 Tex. 430, 41 S.W. 477, 
479 (1897); Preston v. Sabine & E. Tex. Ry. Co., 70 Tex. 375, 7 S.W. 825, 
826 (1888)); see also Laird Hill Salt Water Disposal, Ltd. v. E. Tex. Salt Wa-
ter Disposal, Inc., 351 S.W.3d 81, 92-93 (Tex. App.—Tyler 2011, pet. de-
nied).  
 
Upon deposit of the security ordered by the trial court, an injunction is to be 
dissolved. Costello, 135 Tex. 307, 313, 143 S.W.2d 577, 580 (1940); Adams, 
154 Tex. 448, 455-56, 279 S.W.2d 308, 314. Further, an injunction will lie to 
prevent a taking where it is attempted without adequate compensation guar-
anteed by Article I, Section 17 of the Texas Constitution, but an injunction 
will not lie to prevent a compensable taking. See City of Houston v. McCar-
thy, 464 S.W.2d 381, 387 (Tex. Civ. App.—Houston [1st Dist.] 1971, writ 
ref’d n.r.e.) (emphasis added) (citing Art. 1, Section 17, Constitution of Tex-
as; McCammon & Lang Lumber Co. v. Trinity and B.V.Ry. Co., 104 Tex. 8, 
133 S.W. 247 (1911); Ft. Worth Improvement Dist. No. 1 v. City of Ft. 
Worth, 106 Tex. 48, 158 S.W. 164 (1913)). “Equity will not enjoin the dam-
aging of private property for public purposes.” City of San Antonio v. Easley, 
368 S.W.2d 683, 685 (Tex. Civ. App.—San Antonio 1963, writ ref’d n.r.e.) 
(emphasis added) (citing Koslosky v. Tex. Elec. Serv. Co., 213 S.W.2d 853 
(Tex. Civ. App.—Eastland 1948, writ ref’d); Dameron, 219 S.W.2d 581). 
 
If a condemning authority faces a trespass, injunction, or other cause of ac-
tion related to allegations that it is exceeding its easement rights, the law al-
lows those rights to be increased through eminent domain without the futile 
attempt to agree before condemning. The condemning authority must present 
evidence to the trial court of the security required to justly compensate the 
landowner – compensation for the part taken together with the reasonable 
rental value of the land for the period such improvements were on the land-
owner’s property without the benefit of the condemnation. Once this amount 
is deposited, any injunction shall be dissolved, and the condemning authority 
shall be entitled to continue the exercise of its newly-increased easement 
rights. Either party is entitled to a trial de novo on the issue of compensation 
as is the case after a special commissioners’ award.  
 
 

Scott Moran, Jordan Miller, & Charlie Wilson, Baker Moran Doggett Ma & Dobbs LLP 

Ask the Attorney 

Scott Moran 

Baker Moran Doggett Ma & Dobbs  

1400 Preston Road, Suite 350 

Plano, Texas  75093 

469.351.3487 

smoran@bakermoran.com  

Jordan Miller 

469.351.3496 

jmiller@bakermoran.com  

Charles Wilson 

469.351.3487 

cwilson@bakermoran.com  

mailto:smoran@bakermoran.com
mailto:jmiller@bakermoran.com
mailto:cwilson@bakermoran.com
https://www.opcservices.com/
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Membership Committee News 

Juan Salazar, Membership Chair 

Juan Salazar, 

 R/W-NAC,  

Project Manager 
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CONTACT

http://www.sherwood.support/
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John Bennett, SR/WA, R/W-RAC, R/W-URAC 

Education Committee News

Education Committee 

 

John Bennett, SR/WA, R/W-RAC,  

R/W-URAC 

Education Chair 

john@rannellslandservices.com  

 

Happy Halloween and All Saints!  We are currently rebuilding our Spring 
course selection.  Stay tuned. 

 

If you need a class, headquarters has a calendar of virtual classes that are com-
ing up.  They are located at IRWA Virtual Classes Calendar.  Please note that 
the current maximum attendance capacity for these classes are 20 students.   

 

If time is not on your side and you cannot wait for a scheduled VR class or if a 
class has reached full capacity prior to your registration, then there are several 
courses that can be taken on demand.  They can be accessed by going to IRWA 
U. 

 

*When you are registering for these virtual and on demand classes, please make 
sure to identify yourself as a chapter member* 

 

If your company would like to host a closed/ private course, we will be happy to 
work with you on scheduling the instructor and help coordinate the class.  Just 
send us an email.  https://irwachapter36.org/Education  

 

For the 2020 – 2021 year, we are happy to have the following individuals volun-
teer their time. 

Chapter EDC Coordinator – Gina Phalen 

Chapter EDC 3rd Year – Lauren McCarthy 

Chapter EDC 2nd Year – Dorrien Himes 

Chapter EDC Chair – John Bennett 

 
Which Courses Do I Need? 

Only the PDC can tell you which class you need to complete the education re-
quirements for designation and certification. If you are planning to get your 
RWA, RWP or SR/WA the list of courses you need to complete your credential-
ing are located at www.irwaonline.org. Just visit the "Credentialing" tab.  

mailto:john@rannelslandservices.com
https://www.dwappraisal.com/
https://eweb.irwaonline.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?site=irwa2018&Webcode=irwa_virtual
https://www.pathlms.com/irwa
https://www.pathlms.com/irwa
https://irwachapter36.org/Education
http://www.irwaonline.org
http://www.texasrowattorney.com/
http://www.irwachapter36.org/


Page 12       North Texas News 

 

Matt Lance 

SR/WA, R/W-RAC, R/W-URAC  

Matt Lance 

SR/WA, R/W-RAC, R/W-URAC 

D 817.390.9848  

M 817.403.8021 

Matt.Lance@hdrinc.com  

 

Professional 

Development  

Committee 

Professional Development Committee News 
Matt Lance, Professional Development Committee  

The Professional Development Committee is available to help you 
reach your right-of-way goals. Our success and the Chapter’s success 
are not only measured by the sheer number of members we attract, but 
also by the professional advancement our organization can offer. 
 

Congratulations to the following Chapter 36 members for achiev-
ing their recent designations. 

 

Electric & Utilities Certification  

 

• Josh Barber, SR/WA 
 

Specialist Certification: 

 

• Mark Bilyeu, R/W-URAC 

 

For any questions on obtaining a certification or if you have any other 
questions regarding your Professional Development goals please con-
tact the PDC Committee. 

 

PDC Committee Members: 

 

Matt Lance - SR/WA, R/W-RAC, R/W-URAC – PDC Chair 

Jeremy Duskin - PDC Committee (2 Yr.) 

Tommy Matthews - PDC Committee (3 Yr.) 

mailto:matt.lance@hdrinc.com
mailto:kristen@blackbirdrow.com
https://txateam.com/
http://www.irwachapter36.org/

