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November Meeting Lunch Date and Location:   

November 13, 2018 @11:30 a.m. 

Studio Movie Grill 

452 Lincoln Square 

Arlington, Texas 76011 

 

 

$20.00 before the registration deadline; $25.00 at the door 

Cut off for  registration is November 9th @ 12:00 p.m. 

No-shows will be billed. 

Overview of Four Commercial Property Types and Economic 

Trends in DFW—David Kahn 

David Kahn is a Senior Market Analyst for 

CoStar Group, specializing in the Dallas-Fort 

Worth metroplex. David serves as the resi-

dent expert on D-FW, covering economic 

and real estate trends. David is responsible 

for both market and submarket analysis, 

sharing granular insights into all commercial 

property types. David presents on market 

conditions to lenders, developers, and  

owners, and has been quoted by major news 

sources like the Dallas Morning News, D Magazine, and ―NBC 

Dallas-Fort Worth‖. He is a frequent speaker at industry events 

hosted by Bisnow and Economic Development Corporations in 

Allen, Plano, and Frisco. 

  

Presentation: Overview of four commercial property types and 

economic trends in DFW.  

Luncheon Menu 

Italian Buffet:  Bruschetta - Toasted Parmesan Sourdough topped with Vine-

Ripened Tomatoes, Fresh Basil, Roasted Garlic and drizzle with Extra-Virgin 

Olive Oil,  Fresh Chopped Romaine and Iceberg Lettuce with Cherry Toma-

toes, Seasoned Croutons and Cucumbers served with Buttermilk Ranch 

Dressing and Balsamic Vinaigrette, Breaded Chicken Parmesan with Mari-

nara Sauce and Melted Cheeses, Cavatappi Pasta tossed with Ground 

Vine-Ripened Marinara sauce and Basil Pesto Cream, Cookies & Double 

Chocolate Brownies 

David Kahn 

http://www.irwachapter36.org/
mailto:kristen@blackbirdrow.com
mailto:loragunter@gmail.com
mailto:dalton.vann@am.jll.com
mailto:jhall@tnpinc.com
mailto:mboyd@pinnaclegroup.biz
mailto:kimberly.hiebert@hdrinc.com
mailto:kimberly.hiebert@hdrinc.com
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Kristen Bennett, SR/WA, R/W-RAC 

President’s Message 

Kristen Bennett 

Blackbird Right of Way, LLC 

P. O. Box 2423 

Azle, Texas 76098 

972.971.8660 

kristen@blackbirdrow.com 

Greetings Chapter 36 Members! 

Earlier this year I was appointed by President Jeff Jones, SR/WA, R/W-NAC, R/W-RAC, R/W-

URAC, to the IRWA’s Partnership for Infrastructure Professional Education (―PIPE‖).  In September, 

I went to Los Angeles for two days of PIPE orientation.  I was delighted to meet the other mem-

bers of the group including Deidre Alves and PIPE Chair Tami Benson, SR/WA, R/W-RAC, R/W-

URAC.  IGC Secretary James Olschewski was there as the IGC liaison to the PIPE.  Also in attend-

ance were the other at-large committee member, David Arnold, J.D., SR/WA, and Amir 

Vafamanesh who is the IRWA’s Education and Instructional Development Manager.  Rose Pic-

cioni, an educational liaison from UCLA, was present and was a tremendous asset to our group.  

Finally, IRWA CEO Mark Rieck participated as well. 

I certainly did not know what I was getting myself into, but it was a wonderful and productive 

weekend.  We discussed the Association’s education needs in the coming year and made 

some preliminary plans for the World CLIMB, which will take place in Portland in June of next 

year.  The CLIMB is our instructor development clinic.  If you have ever talked to a past partici-

pant, you may have heard about firecrackers and power whooshes.  I have been fairly vocal 

about my dislike of these specific teaching tools.  Over time, I have gained a little perspective 

about the CLIMB.  There are dozens of teaching tools available to our instructors.  If an instructor 

is uncomfortable with a particular tool, it is within his or her power to simply not use it.  Personally, 

I will not be utilizing the firecracker or power whoosh, but I love the other teaching tools availa-

ble to me as an instructor.  If you have no idea what I am talking about, sign up for an upcom-

ing IRWA course.  You can see some of the CLIMB tools in action with courses taught by our 

interactive and dynamic instructors! 

I look forward to the rest of my time with the PIPE committee.  The members of this group are 

bright, innovative, caring, and enthusiastic about serving the IRWA community.  I am honored 

to be involved.   

I look forward to seeing you all at our luncheon on November 13th.  Also, mark your calendars 

for our End-of-Year luncheon on December 14th at the Petroleum Club in Fort Worth.  As usual, 

we are holding a silent auction to benefit the Scottish Rite Hospital.  If you are able to donate 

an auction item, please reach out to Shelby Hildebrand or Ana Salazar. 

 

Be kind.  Work hard.  Have fun! 

Best Regards, 

Kristen Bennett, Chapter 36 President 

Kristen Bennett, SR/WA, R/W-

RAC 

Seated L to R: Rose Piccioni, Tami Benson, Kristen Bennett (the side 

ponytail stems from a dare having to do with Napoleon Dynamite…

don’t ask) 

Standing L to R: Amir Vafamanesh, James Olschewski, Deidre Alves, 

Mark Reick, Dave Arnold            

I had never been to IRWA Headquarters and was excited to see it!  Here are some pics in case you 

were curious.  

Photos courtesy of David Arnold. 

mailto:kristen@blackbirdrow.com
http://www.irwachapter36.org/
http://www.hdrinc.com/
https://www.cbre.us/
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Young Professionals 
Juan Salazar 

Hello YP’s: 

 

Thank you to everyone who came out to 

our Eminent Domain Lunch and Learn –  

October Event.  We had a great turnout 

and a special thanks for Jordan Miller who 

did an excellent job of presenting the sub-

ject matter and offering his experience with 

the group as well as TNP for allowing us the use of their facilities.   

 

Thank you to everyone for the continued support and glad we 

got to see some new faces attending our events.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will take the month of November off as to not add to our 

busy schedules.  Our next gathering will be in December for the 

always popular YP White Elephant Christmas Gift Exchange.   

 

An email will go out to the YP email list, so we can narrow down 

a date and the final details once they are worked out.  If you 

are not on the YP email chain and would like to be added 

email me (jsalazar@pinnaclegroup.biz) so we can include you. 

 

Hope everyone has a Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving. 
 

 

 

 

Juan Salazar   

TOMMY MATTHEWS, R/W-AC 

Education Committee Chair 

214.924.4550 

 

WILL SNYDER 

Education Committee (2YR) 

817.332.5522 

 

JOHN BENNETT, R/W-RAC 

Education Committee (3YR) 

972.971.8660 

 

SARAH RIEBE, SR/WA, R/W-NAC 

Professional Development 

Committee Chair 

817.304.2051 

 

JACE WHATLEY, MAI 

Professional Development 

Committee (2YR) 

214.340.5880 

 

DENISE LOPEZ, SR/WA, R/W-RAC 

Professional Development  

Committee (3 YR) 

817.459.6537 

 

SHELBY HILDEBRAND 

Programs Co-Chair 

817.390-9841 

 

ANA SALAZAR 

Programs Co-Chair 

817.901.2634 

 

LEIGHTON GAMBILL 

Membership Chair 

214.340.5880 

 

MARGARET LEIN, SR/WA 

PR & Marketing Committee 

214.486.2206 

 

JIMMY THOMAS 

PR & Marketing Committee 

214.486.3208 

 

JUAN SALAZAR 

Young Professionals Chair 

817.371.9428 

 

TJ SMITH 

Webmaster 

469.337.4413 

 

ANDY COX 

Newsletter Editor 

214.740.3154 

 

DORRIEN HIMES 

Historian 

214.202.1471 

 

 

 

mailto:tommy@edgestonerealty.com
mailto:will.snider@am.jll.com
mailto:jbennett@tnpinc.com
mailto:sriebe@pinnaclegroup.biz
mailto:jace@pyleswhatley.com
mailto:denise.lopez@arlingtontx.gov
mailto:shelby.hildebrand@hdrinc.com
mailto:asalazar@pinnaclegroup.biz
mailto:leighton@pyleswhatley.com
mailto:margaret.lein@oncor.com
mailto:jimmy.thomas3@oncor.com
mailto:jsalazar@pinnaclegroup.biz
mailto:tj.smith@am.jll.com
mailto:acox@brlaw.com
mailto:dhimes@senderotx.com
http://www.sherwood.support/


Page 4  North Texas News 

 

Ask the Attorney   
Scott Moran, Jordan Miller & Charlie Wilson 

Question: Are there any new cases interpreting ―blanket‖ 

easements?  

Answer: Yes. In June, the Texarkana Court of Appeals issued 

a memorandum opinion in Southwestern Electric 

Power Company v. Lynch, No. 06-17-00067-CV, 

2018 WL 2925891 (Tex. App.—Texarkana June 12, 

2018, pet. filed). In Lynch, the court held that once 

Southwestern Electric Power Company 

(―SWEPCO‖) built and maintained its electric trans-

mission lines, its rights became fixed and certain.  

Thus, the court found that where the easement 

width is not specified in the easement/deed docu-

ment, the easement holder is limited to the same 

width as its prior use and does not have a valid 

blanket easement.  

Kenneth Lynch, Tommy Batchelor, and Twant Wil-

son (―Lynch‖) owned certain tracts of land in Bow-

ie County that are encumbered by a 1949 right-of-

way/utility easement from SWEPCO. None of the 

1949 right-of-way conveyances included a metes 

and bounds description of the easement or de-

fined its width. The language in the easements 

granted the right to construct, service and main-

tain electric transmission lines. SWEPCO decided to 

rebuild and modernize the transmission lines, in-

cluding replacing existing wooden poles with steel 

pole structures. SWEPCO offered a supplemental 

easement and plat to revise, modify and clarify the 

old easements to a specific width of 100 feet. 

SWEPCO took the position that it had obtained a 

blanket easement over the property, while Lynch 

claimed the easement should be limited to 30-feet 

in width because that is a sufficient width for oper-

ating and maintaining the lines and is the width the 

path of the easement has utilized and maintained 

for years. The trial court denied SWEPCO’s plea to 

the jurisdiction, found in a bench trial for Lynch, 

and declared that SWEPCO’s prior use of the ease-

ment across Lynch’s properties limited present and 

future use of the easement to thirty feet. SWEPCO 

appealed and the court of appeals affirmed the 

trial court’s ruling in favor of Lynch.  

 

 

 

Submit Questions About 

Right-of-Way Matters to  

Scott  Moran 

Baker Moran Doggett Ma & Dobbs  

1400 Preston Road, Suite 350 

Plano, Texas  75093 

469.351.3495 

smoran@bakermoran.com 

mailto:smoran@bakermoran.com
http://www.irwachapter36.org/
mailto:http://www.tnpinc.com/
http://www.statesiderow.com/
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Ask the Attorney   
Scott Moran, Jordan Miller & Charlie Wilson 

The court refused to follow Knox v. Pioneer Natural 

Gas Co. and Central Power & Light Co. v. Hol-

loway, cases SWEPCO urged the court to follow. 

The court held Knox was inapplicable to this case 

because Knox only applies to easements which 

grant an express right to lay additional lines in the 

future.  The court also held Holloway inapplicable 

because Central Power possessed the additional 

power of relocating the transmission line – a right 

not held by SWEPCO in the case at bar.  

The court instead followed the Houston Pipe Line 

Co. v. Dwyer case which held that under a general 

easement, once the location of the easement is 

selected by the grantee, its rights become fixed 

and certain.  Therefore, once the grantee con-

structed its eighteen-inch pipeline, the extent of 

the easement rights thereby became fixed and 

certain and Houston Pipe Line could not replace 

the previous line with a line of substantially greater 

size.  

In short, unless your easement grants valid multiple 

line rights, a court is likely to ―fix‖ the width of your 

―blanket‖ easement based on usage of the ease-

ment over time, which courts often find to be suffi-

cient evidence of what is reasonable and neces-

sary.  

http://www.irwachapter36.org/
http://www.bakermoran.com/
http://ob-realty.com/
mailto:www.txateam.com
http://www.paragon-partners.com/
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Leighton Gambill, Membership Chair 

Membership Committee News 

We would like to welcome the following new members to 

Chapter 36! 

 

Harold O Beard           

Andrew B. Sherwood   

Jacob Henry Stewart   

Eric P Painter    

Shannon L Brazzell   

Terry Lynn Beck   

Patrick  Wayne Ryan   

Judson B. Clark   

 

If you see one of these newbies please introduce yourself and 

make them feel a part of our IRWA family!! 

 

You should have received your renewal information via mail, 

notices will be going out via email very soon! You can log on to 

your account at https://www.irwaonline.org/ and renew online! 

We will be entering all members that have renewed for 2019 

into a raffle at our end of year luncheon! Prizes include a ring 

doorbell, an apple watch, reimbursement for your 2019 mem-

bership, and a free class! If you have any questions regarding 

your renewal please let me know!! 

Leighton Gambill 

Committee Chair 

Pyles Whatley Corporation 

214.340.5880 

leighton@pyleswhatley.com 

http://www.irwachapter36.org/
https://www.irwaonline.org/
mailto:leighton@pyleswhatley.com
http://senderoacquisitions.com/
http://www.harryco.biz/
http://national.wfgnationaltitle.com/
http://westwoodps.com/
http://www.pyleswhatley.com/
mailto:kristen@blackbirdrow.com
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Sarah Riebe, SR/WA, R/W-NAC 

Professional Development Committee News 

Professional Development Committee News – November 2018 

The specific number of hours and the details of the recertification re-

quirements for 

the RWP and SR/WA Certification are as follows: 

RWP, 48 credit units must be completed within 5 years from the 

date of initial certification approval or 5 years from the date of 

the previous recertification. A minimum of 16 credit units of IR-

WA course(s) must be earned as a participant (classroom or 

online) or as a facilitator; and 8 credit units of an IRWA Ethics 

course must be earned as a participant (classroom or online) 

or as a facilitator. The remaining 24 credit units may be earned 

through IRWA courses, conferences and seminars and/or from 

outside education vendors. 

SR/WA, 72 credit units must be completed within 5 years from the 

date of initial certification approval or 5 years from the date of 

the previous recertification. A minimum of 16 credit units of IR-

WA course(s) must be earned as a participant (classroom or 

online) or as a facilitator; and 8 credit units of IRWA Ethics 

course must be earned as a participant (classroom or online) 

or as a facilitator. The remaining 48 credit units may be earned 

through IRWA courses, conferences and seminars or in combi-

nation with up to 24 credit units from outside education ven-

dors 

 

If you are taking courses for recertification credits, the course exams 

are not required. If the exams are taken and passed the course can 

be used for both recertification and for a Specialist Certification Pro-

gram.  For any questions, please contact your PCD Committee Mem-

bers: 

Sarah Riebe, SR/WA, R/W-NAC – PDC Chair 

Jace Whatley, MAI – PDC Committee (2 Yr) 

Denise Lopez, SR/WA – PDC Committee (3 Yr) 

 

 

Congratulations to the following Chapter 36 members for achieving 

their recent certifications: 

Tiffani Dygert - Right of Way Professional – Electric & Utilities (RWP-EU) 

Brenda Porter - Right of Way Professional – Generalist (RWP-GN) 

Sarah Riebe, SR/WA, R/W-NAC 

Committee Chair 

Pinnacle Group 

817.304.2051 

sriebe@pinnaclegropu.biz 

 

http://www.irwachapter36.org/
mailto:sriebe@pinnaclegroup.biz
http://www.ufsrw.com/
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Greetings Chapter 36 members!  

First, we want to be sure and thank Halff for hosting courses 901 and 

902!  Thank you for your continued support of Chapter 36 and our ed-

ucation efforts!   

Looking ahead, please see our Education Schedule below for up-

coming education opportunities that our Chapter has put together. 

We have plenty of available seats in these courses so please take the 

opportunity to come and learn from our great lineup of instructors! 

Please remember that in order to qualify for the Chapter 36-member 

discount and the Region 2 YP discount, you MUST register through the 

course coordinator listed on the registration brochure! 

Don’t forget to check the websites of other chapters in the region for 

upcoming classes that may not be posted to IRWAOnLine.org yet.  

For a complete list of registration forms, fees and all discounts offered by 
the Chapter, please visit www.irwachapter36.org/education.htm.  

Tommy Matthews, R/W-AC 

 

Will Snider, RWA, R/W-AC 

Member (2 YR) 

JLL Valuation & Advisory Services 

will.snider@am.jll.com 

 

John Bennett, R/W-RAC 

Member (3 YR) 

TNP 

jbennett@tnpinc.com 

Education Committee News 

Education Committee 

IRWA Chapter 36 Education Schedule - 2019 

Course Date Location Instructor 

800– Principles of Real Estate 

Law 
Jan. 24-25, 2019 

Westwood Pro 

Serv—Plano 
Jordan Miller 

700 – Introduction to Property/ 

Asset Management  
Feb. 5-6, 2019 City of Irving 

Georgia 

Snoddgrass 

200 – Principles of Real Estate 

Negotiating  
Feb. 19, 2019 TNP—Fort Worth 

Denise Lopez/ 

Tami Benson  

900 – Principles of Real Estate 

Engineering  
Mar. 19, 2019 Halff– Richardson Mark Janicki  

Which Courses Do I Need? 

Only the PDC can tell you which class you need to complete the education require-
ments for designation and certification. If you are planning to get your RWA, RWP 
or SR/WA the list of courses you need to complete your credentialing are located 
at www.irwaonline.org. Just visit the "Credentialing" tab. You can also download an 
Excel file that allows you to check on your course progress as you go and see how 
many classes you have left. That download is available on the IRWA Chapter 36 
Education page or http://www.irwachapter36.org/pdf/credential.xlsx. 

Tommy Matthews 

Education Chair 

Tommy Matthews, R/W-AC 

Edgestone Realty Valuation 

tommy@edgestonerealty.com 

IRWA on the Web 

http://www.irwachapter36.org/education.htm
mailto:will.snider@am.jll.com
mailto:jbennett@tnpinc.com
http://www.irwaonline.org
http://www.irwachapter36.org/pdf/credential.xlsx
mailto:tommy@edgestonerealty.com
http://www.irwachapter36.org/
http://www.irwachapter36.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/IRWA-Chapter-36/306808166032339
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/International-Right-Way-IRWA-4104271
https://twitter.com/irwa_network
http://www.dunawayassociates.com/
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2018 Mid-Term Election Results in Promising Future  

For Collin County Infrastructure Needs 

 

We have finally made it through the 2018 mid-terms! Amid all 

the excitement, inflated rhetoric, and noise surrounding the many im-

portant elections for national, state, and local office, you may have 

missed a very important bond election that just passed in Collin 

County. Three particular propositions for issuance of transportation 

and other bonds were on the ballot in Collin County, and all three 

passed by a clear majority of the votes cast. Combined, the bond 

measures will fund $750 million in transportation and public parks im-

provements.  

 

As reported in the November 7, 2018 edition of the Dallas 

Morning News, $600 million in bond funding was approved for new 

construction projects for the Collin County Outer Loop, U.S. Highway 

380, and other road projects in the county. Another $140 million in 

bond funding was approved for the improvement of other major 

roads and city thoroughfares. This bond package should go a long 

ways towards alleviating the heavy traffic congestion Collin County is 

already experiencing in spades and which will only get much worse 

with the passage of time and the continued population growth in the 

north Dallas suburbs in and around Collin County. This funding should 

also provide good opportunities for those working in the right-of-way 

and consutruction industries to be a part of the work.  

 

An additional $10 million in bond funding was approved for 

the creation of new public parks and open spaces in the county, 

which should be an added bonus for the ever-growing, sprawling 

suburbs as well as smaller communities in the county.  

 

Regardless of whether your candidate or cause came out on top on 

election day, hopefully we can all agree that needed infrastructure 

investment in far North Texas won and will bring needed relief to 

many of our communities and businesses as well as good business op-

portunities to our members.  

Andy Cox—Burford & Ryburn, LLP 

Editor’s Note 

Newsletter editor, Andy Cox is a lawyer 

and partner at Burford & Ryburn, LLP in 

Dallas.  He practices in the areas of gen-

eral civil litigation, including matters involv-

ing easements, property rights, and emi-

nent domain.  He can be reached by 

phone at 214-740-3100 or by email at 

acox@brlaw.com  

Andy Cox 

Burford & Ryburn, LLP 

3100 N. Akard Street, Suite 3100 

Dallas, Texas 75201 

214.740.3154 

IRWA on the Web 

Don’t put off advanc-

ing your career. Visit 

the classes section of 

Online Learning Cen-

ter at 

www.irwaonline.org 

http://www.irwachapter36.org/
mailto:acox@brlaw.com
http://www.irwachapter36.org/
https://www.irwaonline.org/EWEB/DynamicPage.aspx?Webcode=online_learning
https://www.irwaonline.org/EWEB/DynamicPage.aspx?Webcode=online_learning

