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Chapter Officers 2017-18 

February Meeting Lunch Date and Location:   

February 13 2018; 11:30 a.m. 

Pappadeaux Oak Lawn -  Magnolia Room (downstairs) 

3520 Oak Lawn Avenue  

Dallas, Texas 75219 

 

 

 

 

$20.00 before the registration deadline. 

No-shows will be billed. 

Tim Drennan and Tamara G. Benson, SR/WA, R/W-URAC, R/W-RAC 

Tim Drennan is from Abilene, Texas and spent his college years as a Red Raider, earn-

ing a Bachelor degree in Advertising/Marketing from Texas Tech University. After col-

lege Tim spent two years in South Korea creating educational tapes for English as a 

Second Language students. Today, you can still find Tim‘s West Texas draw influenc-

ing the way students learn English in South Korea. After three years as an Account 

Executive for an ad agency in San Antonio, and seven years as an Account Manag-

er for Big Brother Big Sisters Lone Star, Tim finally landed in the Lake and Garden Dis-

trict of East Dallas.  

In 2013 he joined the International Right of Way Association, and when he is not serv-

ing the Association as Director of Field Operations he can be found competing on his 

competition BBQ team ―Red Beard BBQ‖ or chasing one of his two young kids 

around a soccer field or basketball court.  

Tamara Benson is Director of Training and Development for Universal Field Services, 

Inc. and is responsible for the development and implementation of in-house and 

project specific training programs for staff and clients.  For 12 years she was responsi-

ble for Project Management on government projects in Oklahoma as well as corpo-

rate project oversight in Virginia, South Carolina, and Pennsylvania where she also 

performed overall project management/quality assurance reviews and client rela-

tions/business development activities.  

 

Tamara holds the SR/WA designation and the R/W-URAC and R/W-RAC certifications 

from the IRWA. She is the former Region 2 Representative to the International Profes-

sional Development Committee, past Chairperson of the International Relocation 

Assistance Committee and currently serves as Chair of IRWA‘s Partnership for Infra-

structure Professional Education.  She is a CLIMB certified instructor for all of the IRWA 

Relocation Assistance courses, Courses 100 and 105 and Leadership Institute training 

modules.  She is trained in facilitating Everything DiSC©, a program designed to en-

hance communications through understanding behavior styles.  She has served in all 

positions of IRWA Chapter 33 and was named the Chapter Professional of the Year in 

2004 and 2010.  She was selected as IRWA Region 2 Professional of the Year in 2010 

and was named the 2010 Frank C. Balfour Professional of the Year.  

Luncheon Menu 

Pappadeaux Greek Salad, your choice of Pasta Mardi Gras, Pan-
Grilled Tilapia, Chicken Breast, or the Fried Seafood Sampler, Vanilla 
Cheesecake or Key Lime Pie.  

http://www.irwachapter36.org/
mailto:kimberly.hiebert@hdrinc.com
mailto:kimberly.hiebert@hdrinc.com
mailto:kbennett@senderotx.com
mailto:loragunter@gmail.com
mailto:dalton.vann@am.jll.com
mailto:kgnuse@tx.rr.com
mailto:mboyd@pinnaclegroup.biz
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Kim Hiebert, SR/WA, R/W-RAC, R/W-NAC 

President’s Message 

Kim Hiebert 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 

600 W. Sixth Street, Suite 200 

Fort Worth, Texas 76102 

817.798.8398 

kimberly.hiebert@hdrinc.com  

You may recall in the Fall the IRWA Education Foundation (RWIEF) launched 

their inaugural 40 for Forty Scholarship Program.  This was an opportunity for 

all members of the IRWA who are pursuing the RWA or RWP Certification to 

get their education requirements paid in full for the next two years. The first 

round of scholarship are being funded with $185,000 from the RWIEF.  CON-

GRATULATIONS to Chapter 36 member, NIELS BROWN, who is one among 

the first 40 for Forty recipients!     

Chapter 36 is so fortunate to have a multitude of dedicated, knowledgea-

ble, industry smart professionals who have, on their own time and dime, be-

come CLIMB Certified IRWA instructors.  Believe me when I say it was no 

small feat for them to meet all of the requirements of this program.  For a 

very long time, Chapter 36 has had very few of their own IRWA qualified in-

structors and has had to shoulder the expenses for instructors to come from 

out of town/state to teach the courses our members needed.  Recently, the 

IRWA implemented a new program, CLIMB, to train IRWA professionals to 

deliver instruction in an innovative and interactive way to our membership 

resulting in a first class educational experience for us all.  CONGRATULATIONS 

to the following members of Chapter 36 who are now CLIMB certified in-

structors.  THANK YOU for your dedication to our industry and association.  

Donny Sherwood, John Baker, Kristen Bennett, Lora Gunter, Mark Janicki, 

Matt Lance, Denise Lopez, Scott Moran, Mark Thigpen, Dalton Vann, Andrew 

Winkelman, Wayne Wright, Karen Houdashell, Jordan Miller 

And last but not least, THANK YOU to Sherry Smith and Margaret Lein for all 

of the hard work you have put forth to marketing our fine Chapter.  Because 

of your efforts to obtain advertisers, we have been able to cover the cost of 

the Chapter Website.  IF your organization would like to be an advertiser in 

the Chapter Website and Newsletter, please contact Sherry or Margaret 

now… this is your LAST CALL to become an advertiser for 2018.   

I look forward to seeing you all at the next Chapter Luncheon on Tuesday 

February 13th at Pappadeaux‘s located at 3520 Oak Lawn Avenue in Dallas.   

My best to you, 

Kim Hiebert 

Chapter 36 President 

        

Kim Hiebert, SR/WA, R/W-RAC, 

R/W-NAC 

mailto:kimberly.hiebert@hdrinc.com
http://www.irwachapter36.org/
http://www.hdrinc.com/
http://senderoacquisitions.com/
http://www.harryco.biz/
http://www.opcservices.com/
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Karen Stearman, SR/WA 

Director’s Message 

REMINDER: DONAL J. SHERWOOD SCHOLARSHIP 

AWARDS PROGRAM 

 

Dear Chapter 36 Members: 

I am pleased to announce the annual Chapter 36 Donald J. 

Sherwood scholarship program. Each year the chapter awards 

scholarships to deserving college students. This year we are ex-

tremely excited that Chapter 36 will have ten scholarships in 

the amount of $1,000.00 each. To qualify, the applicant should 

be enrolled, in an accredited college or university as a full-time 

student (12 semester hours or more), studying a discipline that is 

related to right-of-way, be a member of Chapter 36 or a family 

member of a Chapter member, and meet the qualifications 

contained in the official scholarship application form. The appli-

cation will be available on the Chapter 36 web later this month. 

 

Scholarship Committee: 

                Karen Stearman, SR/WA, Director 

                Jim Thomas, SR/WA, Education Chair 

                Professional Dev. Chair 

Karen Stearman, SR/WA 

Karen Stearman 

Real Estate Broker 
972.221.9918 

kgnuse@tx.rr.com   

 

http://www.irwachapter36.org/
mailto:kgnuse@tx.rr.com
http://www.ufsrw.com/
http://ob-realty.com/
http://www.pyleswhatley.com/
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2018 Calendar of Events 
 

February Event.  This event will 

be held at Colliers Internation-

al office in Dallas and will be 

focused on the Appraisal ba-

sics.  More information in the 

coming week. 

 

 

 

March Event.  The Rustic in Uptown.   

 

 

 

May Event: We finish out our events before our 

summer break with the always fun and very com-

petitive WhirlyBall in Hurst.   

 

 

 

 

 

As soon as all details are available we will send an email out to 

the YP Group email.  Thank you  

 

 

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS  

JIMMY THOMAS, SR/WA  

Education Committee  

817.215.6639 

 

TOMMY MATTHEWS, R/W-AC 

Education Committee (2YR) 

214.924.4550 

 

ROBERT ―WILL‖ SNIDER 

Education Committee (3YR) 

817.332.5522 

 

MICHAEL HALE, SR/WA, R/W-NAC,  

R/W-RAC, R/W-URAC 

Professional Development 

Committee Chair 

817.709.6978 

 

SARAH RIEBE 

Professional Development 

Committee (2YR) 

817.304.2051 

 

JACE WHATLEY, MAI 

Professional Development 

Committee (3YR) 

214.340.5880 

 

DENISE LOPEZ, SR/WA, R/W-RAC 

Membership Chair 

817.459.6537 

 

LEIGHTON GAMBILL 

Programs Co-Chair 

214.340.5880 

 

JOHN BENNETT 

Programs Co-Chair 

972.971.8661 

 

MARGARET LEIN, SR/WA 

PR & Marketing Committee 

214.486.2206 

 

SHERRY SMITH 

PR & Marketing Committee 

817.215.6588 

 

JUAN SALAZAR 

Young Professionals Chair 

817.371.9428 

 

TJ SMITH 

Webmaster 

469.337.4413 

 

ANDY COX 

Newsletter Editor 

214.740.3154 

 

DORRIEN HIMES 

Historian 

214.202.1471 

 

 

Juan Salazar   

Juan Salazar 

mailto:jimmy.thomas3@oncor.com
mailto:tommy@edgestonerealty.com
mailto:will.snider@am.jll.com
mailto:mhale@cobbfendley.com
mailto:sriebe@pinnaclegroup.biz
mailto:jace@pyleswhatley.com
mailto:denise.lopez@arlingtontx.gov
mailto:leighton@pyleswhatley.com
mailto:jbennett@tnpinc.com
mailto:margaret.lein@oncor.com
mailto:sherry.smith@oncor.com
mailto:jsalazar@pinnaclegroup.biz
mailto:tj.smith@am.jll.com
mailto:acox@brlaw.com
mailto:dhimes@senderotx.com
http://www.sherwood.support/
http://westwoodps.com/
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Scott Moran 

Ask the Attorney 

Submit Questions About 

Right-of-Way Matters to  

Scott  Moran 

Baker Moran Doggett Ma & Dobbs  

1400 Preston Road, Suite 350 

Plano, Texas  75093 

469.351.3495 

smoran@bakermoran.com 

Question: Inverse Condemnation- What is an inverse condemnation 

claim and when will a taking of land by city or governmental entity 

result in liability for an inverse condemnation claim?  

Short Answer: Inverse condemnation is a cause of action against a 

governmental entity to recover the value of property that has been, 

in fact, taken, even though the governmental agency did not for-

mally exercise the power of eminent dominant or initiate condemna-

tion proceedings. Hearts Bluff Game Ranch, Inc. v. State, 381 S.W.3d 

468, 476 (Tex. 2012); City of Houston v. Mack, 312 S.W.3d 855, 861 (Tex. 

App.—Houston [1st Dist.] 2009, no pet.).  

Elements of an inverse condemnation claim: For a governmental en-

tity to be held liable for an inverse condemnation claim, a property 

owner must establish that: 

1) the government intentionally performed certain acts in the 

exercise of its lawful authority;  

2) that resulted in a taking, damaging, or destruction of 

property;  

3) and the taking was for public use.  Gen. Servs. Comm'n v. 

Little–Tex Insulation Co., 39 S.W.3d 591, 598 (Tex. 2001); Sw. 

Bell Tel., L.P. v. Harris Cty. Toll Road Auth., 282 S.W.3d 59, 61 

(Tex. 2009); Walton v. City of Midland, 409 S.W.3d 926, 930 

(Tex. App.—Eastland 2013, pet. denied); State v. Momin 

Props., Inc., 409 S.W.3d 1, 6 (Tex. App.—Houston 1st Dist. 

2013, pet. denied).  

The first element is that ―the requisite intent is present when a govern-

mental entity knows that a specific act is causing identifiable harm or 

knows that the harm is substantially certain to result.‖ Tarrant Reg'l 

Water Dist. v. Gragg, 151 S.W.3d 546, 555 (Tex. 2004).  It is not enough 

that the act causing the harm is intentional—there must also be 

knowledge to a substantial certainty that the harm will occur. City of 

Dallas v. Jennings, 142 S.W.3d 310, 313–14 (Tex. 2004).  

 

mailto:smoran@bakermoran.com
http://www.irwachapter36.org/
http://www.bakermoran.com/
http://www.paragon-partners.com/
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Scott Moran 

Ask the Attorney 

Types of inverse condemnation claims: 

An inverse condemnation claim may be based on a physical or reg-

ulatory taking. Mayhew v. Town of Sunnyvale, 964 S.W.2d 922, 933 

(Tex. 1998). Physical takings occur when the government authorizes 

an unwarranted physical occupation, physically appropriates or in-

vades an individual's property. Id.  

There are several types of regulatory takings:  

(1) a physical taking, which occurs when regulatory action re-

quires an owner to suffer physical invasion of his property.  

(2) a Lucas-type total regulatory taking, which occurs when 

regulatory action completely deprives an owner of all eco-

nomically beneficial use of his property or totally destroys the 

value of the property if the restriction renders the property val-

ueless. See Lucas v. S. Carolina Coastal Council, 505 U.S. 1003, 

1019 (1992); Sheffield Dev. Co., Inc. v. City of Glenn Heights, 

140 S.W.3d 660, 672 (Tex. 2004).  

(3) a Penn Central taking, which occurs when regulatory ac-

tion unreasonably interferes with a property owner's right to 

use and enjoy his property. See Penn Cent. Transp. Co. v. New 

York City, 438 U.S. 104, 124 (1978); Sheffield, 140 S.W.3d at 672.  

(4) a land-use exaction, which occurs when the government 

requires an owner to give up his right to just compensation for 

property taken in exchange for a discretionary benefit con-

ferred by the government; these topics also include means 

such as by restricting access or denying a permit for develop-

ment. See City of Houston v. Maguire Oil Co., 342 S.W.3d 726, 

736 (Tex. App.—Houston [14th Dist.] 2011, pet. denied). 

 

Contrary to a physical taking, a restriction on the permissible uses of 

property or a diminution in its value resulting from regulatory action 

within the government's police power may or may not be a compen-

sable taking depending on the circumstances. Sheffield, 140 S.W.3d 

at 672. A regulatory inverse condemnation claim is ripe for review if it 

has legally matured, meaning that a governmental entity has made 

a final determination regarding the type of development legally per-

mitted on the subject property. City of Dallas v. Chicory Court Simp-

son Stuart, L.P., 271 S.W.3d 412, 417 (Tex. App.—Dallas 2008, pet. de-

nied).  

IRWA on the Web 

http://www.irwachapter36.org/
http://www.irwachapter36.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/IRWA-Chapter-36/306808166032339
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/International-Right-Way-IRWA-4104271
https://twitter.com/irwa_network
http://www.statesiderow.com/
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The Chapter 36 Marketing Committee is still taking applications 

for the 2018 Advertising Year.  We will have limited space so it will 

be on a ―first come - first serve basis‖ but we do currently have a 

few spots available.  The cost will be $300 for the 2018 advertising 

year which will place your company logo/link on the website 

and the newsletter.  The website advertisement will be the ap-

proximate size of a business card but the ad size in the newsletter 

varies somewhat on the space available.  The advertisement will 

need to meet certain ―terms and conditions‖ and must be, in 

form and substance, acceptable to the Chapter as set forth in 

the ―Rate Card‖.  (Basically, this means it needs to be profession-

al and relate to our industry.)  Please send your contact infor-

mation to us at the email link shown below and we will send you 

the appropriate materials.   

Please contact Margaret Lein or  Sherry Smith for details and 

grab a spot!  Many thanks to the 2017 advertisers for supporting 

Chapter 36!!!  If you received a renewal letter for the 2018 adver-

tising year, please process your payment request so that you 

don‘t lose your spot!  We will continue running the 2017 ads 

through February 15th to allow for the payments to process. 

IRWA Chapter 36 Advertising Committee 

 

Sherry G. Smith, SR/WA 

Co-Chair PR & Marketing 
Oncor Electric Delivery Company 

115 W. 7th Street, Suite 1010 

Fort Worth, Texas 76102 

817-215-6588 

Sherry.smith@oncor.com 

Margaret Lein, SR/WA, R/W-
NAC, R/W-AMC 

Co-Chair PR & Marketing 
Oncor Electric Delivery Company 

7309 Frankford Road 

Dallas, Texas 75252 

972-985-2058 

margaret.lein@oncor.com 

Margaret Lein, SR/WA,  Sherry Smith, SR/WA 

mailto:sherry.smith@oncor.com
http://www.irwachapter36.org/
mailto:margaret.lein@oncor.com
http://www.dunawayassociates.com/
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Denise Lopez, SR/WA, R/W-RAC 

Membership Committee News 

Don‘t let your membership lapse. Renew your IRWA member-

ship today by going to www.irwaonline.org and clicking on 

―Membership‖ at the top of the homepage then ―Dues Renew-

al Invoice‖ on the right side or by contacting Astrid Anaya, 

Membership Services at 310-527-9381 or by email 

anaya@irwaonline.org. 

 

By renewing your membership you stay connected to your pro-

fession through, Right of Way Magazine, educational programs 

and the community of your peers.  You also receive reduced 

member rates when you take a course, attend Association 

conferences and seminars and Chapter meetings and events. 

Stay current on changing trends through our annual Federal 

Agency Update, International Education Conference and 

Right of Way Magazine. 

Get credentialed in one of six right of way disciplines - including 

our highest designation, the SR/WA or Senior Right of Way Pro-

fessional, increasing your value to your employer, clients and 

the profession. 

Remain connected to your profession at the local, regional and 

international levels with access to a network of industry experts 

and peers.  

 

Denise Lopez, SR/WA, R/W-RAC 

Committee Chair 

City of Arlington 

817-459-6537 

denise.lopez@arlingtontx.gov 

http://www.irwachapter36.org/
http://www.irwaonline.org
mailto:anaya@irwaonline.org
mailto:denise.lopez@arlingtontx.gov
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Greetings Chapter 36 members!  

First, we want to be sure and thank Halff and Associates for hosting 

Course 701 for us in January! Thank you all for of your continued support 

of Chapter 36 and our education efforts! 

Looking ahead, please see our Education Schedule below for upcom-

ing education opportunities that our Chapter has put together. We 

have plenty of available seats in these courses so please take the op-

portunity to come and learn from our great lineup of instructors! 

Please remember that in order to qualify for the Chapter 36 member 

discount and the Region 2 YP discount, you MUST register through the 

course coordinator listed on the registration brochure! 

Don‘t forget to check the websites of other chapters in the region for 

upcoming classes that may not be posted to IRWAOnLine yet.  

For a complete list of registration forms, fees and all discounts offered by 

the Chapter, please visit www.irwachapter36.org/education.htm.  

Jim Thomas, SR/WA, Chair 

Jim Thomas, SR/WA 

Committee Chair 

 

Will Snyder 

Member (3 YR) 

JLL Valuation & Advisory Services 

will.snider@am.jll.com 

 

 

Tommy Matthews, R/W-AC 

Member (2 YR) 

Edgestone Realty Valuation 

tommy@edgestonerealty.com 

Jim Thomas, SR/WA 

Oncor Electric Delivery Company 

1600 Bryan Street, EP 28 

Dallas, Texas 75201 

(214) 486-3208 

jimmy.thomas3@oncor.com  

Education Committee News 

Education Committee 

IRWA Chapter 36 Education Schedule - 2018 

Course Date Location Instructor 

504 - Computing Replacement 

Housing Payments  
February 14-15, 2018 

Oncor - 

Fort Worth 
Tami Benson 

505 - Advanced Residential Re-

location Assistance  
February 2018 

Oncor-  

Fort Worth 
Tami Benson 

804 - Skills of Expert Testimony  March 2, 2018 TNP—Fort Worth 
John Baker/ 

Scott Moran 

218- Right -of-Way Acquisition 

for Electrical Transmission Pro-

jects 

March 21-22, 2018 
Oncor - 

Fort Worth 
Wayne Wright 

Course 102/Spring Seminar 

Elevating Your Ethical Aware-

ness 

April 19, 2018 
Walnut Creek 

CC 
Lora Gunter 

SRWA Study Session April 30– May 2, 2018 TNP—Fort Worth 
Donnie  

Sherwood 

501– Residential Relocation As-

sistance 
May 15-16, 2018  

Oncor- 

Fort Worth 

Kristen  

Bennett 

213– Conflict Management  September 9, 2018 
Oncor -  

Fort Worth 
Mark Thigpen 

Which Courses Do I Need? 

Only the PDC can tell you which class you need to complete the edu-

cation requirements for designation and certification. If you are plan-

ning to get your RWA, RWP or SR/WA the list of courses you need to 

complete your credentialing are located at www.irwaonline.org. Just 

visit the "Credentialing" tab. You can also download an Excel file that 

allows you to check on your course progress as you go and see how 

many classes you have left. That download is available on the IRWA 

Chapter 36 Education page or http://www.irwachapter36.org/pdf/
credential.xlsx. 

https://www.halff.com/
http://www.irwachapter36.org/education.htm
mailto:will.snider@am.jll.com
mailto:tommy@edgestonerealty.com
mailto:jimmy.thomas3@oncor.com
http://www.irwachapter36.org/
http://www.irwaonline.org
http://www.irwachapter36.org/pdf/credential.xlsx
http://www.irwachapter36.org/pdf/credential.xlsx
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Andy Cox, Partner Burford & Ryburn, LLP 

Note from the Editor 

Don‘t put off advanc-

ing your career. Visit 

the classes section of 

Online Learning Cen-

ter at 

www.irwaonline.org 

IRWA on the Web 

Newsletter editor, Andy Cox is a lawyer 

and partner at Burford & Ryburn, LLP in 

Dallas.  He practices in the areas of gen-

eral civil litigation, including matters involv-

ing easements, property rights, and emi-

nent domain.  He can be reached by 

phone at 214-740-3100 or by email at 

acox@brlaw.com  

Andy Cox 

Burford & Ryburn, LLP 

3100 N. Akard Street, Suite 3100 

Dallas, Texas 75201 

214.740.3154 

acox@brlaw.com 

Texas Central Railway Selects Stations in Dallas and Houston 

 You may have noticed in the recent news that Texas Central Part-

ners, LLC, the company in charge of the Texas Central Railway project 

(―TCR‖) has announced its preferred locations for rail stations in Dallas and 

Houston.  On January 29, 2018 Texas Central announced that its Dallas rail-

way terminal would be built on a 60-acre tract of land south of the Kay Bai-

ley Hutchison Convention Center in the ―Cedars‖ neighborhood, near the I-

30 and I-35 interchange.  

 According to Texas Central, this announcement followed a Decem-

ber, 2017 Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) prepared by the Fed-

eral Railroad Administration (FRA) stating that the ―200-mph, North Texas-to-

Houston train would ‗alleviate the strain‘ on the state‘s infrastructure and ‗is 

needed to accommodate growing demand.‘‖ According to TCR, the DEIS 

published by the FRA outlined a preferred route for the TCR that ―mostly fol-

lows transmission lines in a utility corridor between North Texas and Houston.‖ 

The DEIS also approved potential passenger terminal sites in Dallas, Houston, 

and the single mid-point stop, in Grimes County, serving Bryan/College Sta-

tion.  

 On February 5, 2018, Texas Central announced its preferred location 

for its Houston passenger station, at the Northwest Mall site near the inter-

change of US 290 and I-610.  According to Texas Central, ―[t]he [Houston] 

terminal will be ideally located in a high-growth area, with easy access to 

employment centers, including the Galleria, the Energy Corridor, the Medi-

cal Center and downtown.‖  ―Texas Central has named [the Northwest Mall 

site] as their preferred site because of minimal environmental and communi-

ty impact and ability to connect Houstonians to desired destinations.‖  Ac-

cording to Texas Central, ―[s]tudies show the center of Houston‘s population 

base is growing north and west of the Central Business District.‖  

 According to Texas Central, Irving-based Fluor Enterprises, Inc. and 

The Lane Construction Corp. have been selected as ―the preferred design/

build team, with WSP USA conducting engineering work on their behalf.‖  

 As all of these developments reflect, the TCR project is gaining mo-

mentum and has taken important steps towards actual construction of the 

bullet train connecting Dallas and Houston. Chapter 36 will continue to mon-

itor the continuing developments of the TCR project and we will be provid-

ing informational updates to our readership in the coming months.  

 

 To learn more about the TCR project, visit the TCR website at 

www.texascentral.com. 

http://www.irwachapter36.org/
https://www.irwaonline.org/EWEB/DynamicPage.aspx?Webcode=online_learning
https://www.irwaonline.org/EWEB/DynamicPage.aspx?Webcode=online_learning
http://www.irwachapter36.org/
mailto:acox@brlaw.com
mailto:acox@brlaw.com
http://www.texascentral.com
http://national.wfgnationaltitle.com/

